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Taylor finds new health care

HEADLINES

Taylor partners to
provide telehealth
Ansley Kary

MECA engages
with the
Middle East

News Co-Editor

“ To think that we’re in the
middle of a worldwide pandemic and suddenly we don’t
have any health care provision, when we’ve always had it
was a hard thing to find out,”
Skip Trudeau, vice president
of student development said.
“Especially in the timeframe in
which we found out about it.”
The professional relationship between Upland Health
and Diagnostics Center and
Marion General Hospital ended early July, and left Taylor
seeking new alternatives for
health care.
As a result, Taylor has recently partnered with TimelyMD telehealth, an online
alternative to health care by
the name of “Taylor Care.”
Taylor Care comes at no
additional cost to the students and will provide 24/7
online access to medical care
providers and psychological counselors.
Students have the option
to choose from the different
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healthcare professionals to
find the best fit.
“We believe this option will
provide rapid health and wellness consultation without requiring a visit to a waiting
room with potential exposure
to illness,” as stated in a Taylor
press release on Aug. 14, addressed to the incoming class
of 2024.
Telehealth eliminates the
in-person risk of visiting a
clinic, especially in a COVID-19
reality it may be preferable to
a lot of people, said Trudeau.
Taylor Care is also able to
provide unlimited access to
online counselors at all hours

of the day. The counselors provide students with a consultation appointment and set
them up with on campus or
off campus counselors.
Telehealth connects patients with health care virtually, according to the American
Hospital Association, and 76%
of U.S. hospitals use video and
other forms of technology to
connect with patients and
consulting practitioners at
a distance.
“Even a really old guy like
myself (has) used telehealth,
which I would have never
dreamed that I would have
done that,” Trudeau said.

According to TimelyMD’s
website, they are the only student-first telehealth provider
that provides an entire health
care plan for college campuses. They challenge their
employees to innovate, collaborate and grow in an effort to improve healthcare for
the better.
TimelyMD has pursued Taylor for several years, and their
services have been considered in the past. No formal
action was ever taken from
a financial standpoint considering the access to the in
person clinic however with
the introduction of COVID-19

telehealth became more appealing, said Trudeau.
The typical turnaround time
from the day the contract is
signed to when the system is
operational is 45 days however TimelyMD has responded to
Taylor’s immediate needs and
sped the process up to approximately 15 days.
Currently, Timely MD is
working alongside Taylor’s IT
Department to provide a mobile app for students which is
slated to be up and running by
September.
Taylor recognizes that telehealth does not cover all that
HEALTH CARE continues on Page 2

Taylor announces chapel rotation

Football season
postponed

@TheEcho_Taylor
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TimelyMD has partnered with Taylor University to provide “Taylor Care.”

Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

Rediger Chapel can normally
seat up to 1,641 people. This semester, it must only seat a maximum of 250 masked and socially
distanced chapel attendees.
On Aug. 19 an email announcement informed the Taylor community of a chapel rotation that
will ensure all students can experience chapel in a large communal setting while observing
COVID-19 safety precautions.
Students, faculty and staff will
rotate between Rediger Chapel,
Odle Arena and other locations
on campus in groups determined by dorm, wing or floor
and small groups of students’
choosing. The specific outline
for the August rotation was included in the email.
The chapel rotation plan adheres to Stage 4.5 of Indiana’s
state guidelines and may change
in correspondence with the capacity limits of each future
stage. For now, all students are
required to wear masks regardless of distance during chapels
due to the singing component.
This includes musical worship outdoors.
“If Taylor University is known
as a culture of thinking ahead
and thoughtfully considering others, it makes it a good
place,” Campus Pastor Jon Cavanagh said. “I think (abiding
by the guidelines) is a very tangible way that a person can live
out their faith — not the only
way, but a real, simple, regular
routine where erring on the side
of caution with this feels like a

thoughtful approach.”
Cavanagh said he trusts students to use discernment and
hold each other accountable
when choosing locations for the
small group and wing or floor rotations. For the small group rotation, he suggests gatherings
of teammates, friends from a
variety of dorms or Bible study
groups. There is no need to record the amount of students in
each small group and the groups
can change at any time.
As for wings or f loors, the
chapel experience may vary on
these rotation days since Personnel Assistants (PAs) and
Discipleship Assistants (DAs)
will choose the location. Junior
Chloe Schaufelberger, a Third
East Olson PA, said she expects
many wings and floors will try
to reserve spaces such as Cornwall or large classrooms to
livestream chapels and accommodate larger groups.
Schaufelberger plans to encourage her wingmates to attend chapel in community no
matter where their rotation falls.
“Chapel has been probably my
favorite part of the week these
past two years,” Schaufelberger
said. “I know it’s different (this
semester), but I think that emphasizing the importance of
being with a crowd of other believers who are worshipping at
the same time is so important,
and I think it’s just such a nice
break in your day just to get a
little bit of peace — especially
right now with the craziness.”
Chapel coordinator and chapel band leader senior Rebekah
Carp expects this semester to
be a season of experimentation, learning and readjusting when planning how best

Photo provided by Jim Garringer

Students worship together again during the communion service on the football field.

to incorporate musicians and
speakers into chapel.
Since stepping into the role
of chapel coordinator, Carp has
seen the hours of behind-thescenes work that go into each
chapel and is grateful for the
students and staff who make it
possible. She hopes students will
be gracious with the chapel program as they plan and re-plan
what the rest of the semester will
look like.
She also encourages other
students to be optimistic about
worshipping together this semester even without the familiarity of chapel routines from
past years.
“Just be open to God and what
he wants to do,” Carp said. “Even

with all these challenges and differences, I think it’s going to be a
great year. I think God is still going to move and still going to do
great things through the chapel program and through chapel bands.”
Carp emphasized that the protocols for chapel and worship
bands will likely change as new
information emerges.
Ultimately, Cavanagh said he
hopes students will check in on
one another throughout the semester and continually invite
each other into meaningful
chapel experiences.
“I think the sooner that we
as a campus community can
move away from discussions
about masks and how close

to stand to each other and we
have an established norm that
people are willing to abide by,
the sooner we can start talking
about stuff that’s important for
different reasons,” Cavanagh
said. “There are a lot of things
going on in students’ lives (and)
there are a lot of things going
on in the world that are really
valuable for us to engage in and
think through together.”
Cavanagh also said that students who wish to continue
viewing chapel over livestream
are welcome to do so. The chapel livestream can be accessed at
https://my.taylor.edu/chapel.
echo@taylor.edu
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“ This was the most prayed for commencement
in Taylor history.”
Taylor University hosts late
commencement
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Taylor University hosts late commencement
Delayed graduation
takes place
Sam Jones
Co-Editor in Chief
COVID-19 was not enough to stop
Taylor graduation.
With the original spring
event being postponed due to
the coronavirus crisis, administration worked day and night
to ensure that the class of 2020
received the closure that every
class deserves.
The 2020 Taylor commencement planning was nothing short
of a logistical rollercoaster, yet a
highlight of campus community.
After a summer of administrative meetings, brainstorming sessions and satisfying state
government mandates, over 300
graduates were able to come together with their families — at a
distance — to receive their long
awaited diplomas on Saturday,
Aug. 15. The event took place on
the lawn between the Reade academic building and Euler Science Complex at 8 A.M.
With the 2020 commencement
in the rearview mirror, feedback
for the event was overwhelmingly positive.
“In a word, it was spectacular,”
said Paige Cunningham, interim
president. “This was the most
prayed for commencement in
Taylor history.”
The large outdoor venue allowed graduates, faculty, staff,
families and friends to attend
while maintaining the CDC-recommended, 6-foot distancing.
Administration followed other CDC guidelines by monitoring
entrances and exits, and checking temperatures of every event
attendee.
But one of the largest obstacles
that administration faced in an
outdoor setting was the weather.
Commencement used to always be held outside, with an indoor venue serving as the backup
option in case of rain, Cunningham added. But no such reserve
option was available for the 2020
event. The graduation ceremony
would either be held outside, or
not at all.
But come Aug. 15, weather was no longer a concern for
administration.
“The weather couldn’t have
been better,” said Skip Trudeau,
vice president of student development. “It got a bit hot towards
the end, but we couldn’t have
asked for better weather.”
Sitting on a raised stage, with
the sun beating down, dressed in
HEALTH CARE continued from

an in-person clinic is able to
provide and they are currently
in communication with multiple different options for a permanent in person health care
supplement.
“We’ve got the telehealth side
and we want to make sure we’re
covering the things that it can’t,
and that we need to fill in the
gaps with an in-person option,
and then long term we want
a solution that covers both of
those,” said Trudeau.
Taylor has signed a one year
contract with Timely MD and
will reevaluate for future years.
The physical facility of Upland Health and Diagnostics
Center continues to be very important to Taylor.
“I’m hopeful that sometime
in the near future that there’ll
be a new arrangement across
the street and we can re-enter
negotiations with people who
might be able to provide services over there,” Trudeau said.
“It’s just too good of a location.”
Currently the Upland Health
and Diagnostics Center Pharmacy is open and available
for prescriptions and over
the counter medicines, but
does not carry more complicated prescriptions as those

Photograph provided by Jim Garringer

Class of ‘20 masks up on the lawn between Euler Science Complex and Reade Center for an outdoor graduation.

full robes, was less than comfortable, Trudeau said, but it was still
worth it.
Cunningham expressed similar thankfulness for the sunny weather, but also echoed
Trudeau’s comments regarding
the heat.
“Let’s just say I sent my robes
to the dry cleaners the next day,”
Cunningham said.
B oth Cunnin g ham and
Trudeau said that there was
were a part of Marion General Hospital.
Primary care options from
Upland Health and D iagnostics Center are no longer
available for any patients at
this time.
If there are medical concerns during this transition
period contact Sandy Wright
at 765.660.7520 to schedule
an appointment at the Gas
City Clinic. Student insur ance will be used for billing,
but Taylor can provide additional financial assistance as
needed. Any additional testing, labs and services beyond
the visit will be at the student’s
expense.
If you have any questions,
please contact Jesse Brown
( jesse_brown@taylor.edu).
Additional contacts include,
Marion General Hospital at
G a s C i ty ( 7 6 5 - 9 9 8 - 9 9 70 ) ,
Ma r i o n G e n e ra l Ho s p i t a l
in Marion (765-660-6000),
IU Health in Hartford City/
Blackford County (765-3480300), and IU Health Bal l
Memorial Hospital in Muncie (765-747-3111). On campus resources include your
residence hall director and
the Taylor Counseling Center
(8-5222).
echo@taylor.edu

little-to-no negative feedback
from the attendees.
Similarly, Taylor found no
pushback from government officials in planning the event.
“State officials said they loved
the idea, and they really worked
with us to make it happen,” said
Cunningham.
A gathering inside an enclosed area — such as the traditional commencement venue,
the Kesler Student Activities

Center — would have broken
the Indiana restrictions on large
group gatherings.
Even after logistics and planning were all sorted out, Taylor
still worked to make Aug. 15 a
special day for recent graduates.
“It was fantastic,” said Jeff
Wallace, chief law enforcement
officer. “We all wanted this for
the students. Every conversation I’ve ever been in, we really want this. What we want for

them is what’s best for them,
given the circumstances we’re
living in right now.”
Wallace continued by saying
that commencement is more
than just a day of celebration,
but also a missional “send-off ”
for Taylor graduates.
Commencement, and the
2020 school year, were not
going to be cancelled due to
COVID-19, Wallace added. But it
would take a community effort

COVID
Ellie Tiemens and
Ansley Kary
News Co-Editors
•

to stay safe in the midst of the
pandemic.
“Whatever it takes, let’s do
this, and do it right, and do it
well and care for each other
well.” Wallace said. “That was
the mindset for commencement. Someday, when corona
is gone, we’re still going to need
to care for eachother, and this
is a pretty poignant reminder
of that.”
echo@taylor.edu

Column

Note: All information presented in this column is sourced from
the Taylor Together, Again plan. Updates are provided weekly by
the Pandemic Reopening Team (PeRT). Last updated Aug. 24.

All off-campus study abroad and Lighthouse missions trips have been cancelled for the January 2021
interterm

•

To-go options are now available at both the Hodson Dining Commons and the Campus Center

•

Students and faculty are expected to report out of state travel or travel to social events such as weddings
or funerals. They can do this by visiting my.taylor.edu.

•

As of Aug. 21, one Taylor employee or student is in active required isolation, six employees or students are
in active quarantine, and 1 on-campus student or employee has tested positive for COVID-19.

•

Taylor University defines quarantine as “those who have been exposed to COVID-19 or have been in contact with someone who is confirmed positive for COVID-19, (must) stay at home under strict guidelines,”
and isolation as “a person who tests positive for COVID-19 must be isolated in a hospital or at home, under
strict guidelines.”

•

Of the 410 Taylor students tested for intercollegiate athletics and performing arts participation, six reported positive tests for COVID-19. They were all treated at home before coming to campus.

Students who believe they have symptoms of COVID-19 should do the following:
•

Temporarily quarantine in your room

•

Contact your medical provider or the Taylor University Health Center. Or, utilize the IU Health Virtual Coronavirus screening tool. (https://iuhealth.org/covid19/virtual-coronavirus-screening)

•

Contact the Residence Life COVID 19 contact number (765-997-8610).

For more information on Taylor University COVID-19 restrictions, policies, and updates visit taylor.
edu/coronavirus, my.taylor.edu/campus-life/student-covid-information or email PeRT@taylor.edu
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“One thing that we can do is create (a) voice
for everyone to be able to speak.”
Greg Dyson shares his heart for hard
conversations
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MECA engages with the Middle East
Franklin brings
Bahraini perspective
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor In Chief
Perched on top of a 25-foot hill,
the Tree of Life stands resolute.
To the awe of natives and tourists alike, it has flourished in the
middle of the Arabian desert
for an estimated 400 years. The
broad, sweeping branches of the
tree are a visual antonym against
the endless coastline of sand.
“It is the only living thing
as far as the eye can see,” said
sophomore Abigail Franklin.
“It’s gorgeous.”
Franklin holds this spot dear
to her heart. For her, it is much
more than an old tree on a dune.
When she was just 14 years
old, Franklin moved to Bahrain,
a small island country on the Persian Gulf.
While she had previously
moved around with her father in
the Navy, it was the first time her
family had moved internationally.
Her mother had hoped to move to
a glamorous European country,
Franklin quipped, but they ended up on a unique journey that
they could not have anticipated.
It was shocking — the heat, the
culture, everything.
Bahrain has a population of
1.5 million, but roughly half of

Photograph provided by Abigail Franklin

Abigail Franklin moved to
Taylor after spending her
formative teenage years in
Bahrain in the Middle East.

the nation’s population are foreigners. Because of this, it retains
its Middle Eastern Islamic roots
while also being a national melting pot of cultures and beliefs.
At school, Franklin was often
the only white student in a classroom. In her graduating class of
69 students, she recalled 46 countries were represented.
As one of the only referenceable Christians, she was often
put on the spot to defend or explain Christian beliefs. While
this strengthened her defenses in
some ways, the weight of being
the only spokesperson of Christianity weighed on her.
“It was a lot some days,” Franklin said. “I was just 15 or 16 years
old and trying to get through
high school and being confronted with all of these questions
about my faith… sometimes it
felt like they were trying to get a
rise out of me, but I just wanted
to be the best representative I
could be with all right answers.”
At the same time, Franklin
was being exposed to a myriad of other belief systems. As
she learned from her peers,
she learned how to best love
them for their differences
and similarities.
Specifically, she learned
how to interact with her Muslim neighbors.
Franklin said coming from
American culture, she had an
unclear understanding of Islam. Oftentimes, it seemed like
it was the religion Christianity
did not want to talk about, at
least not in a loving sense.
She learned about the spectrum of Islamic beliefs, similar
to the spectrum of Christian denominations or beliefs.
As she learned about Islam
from actual Muslims, she fell in
love with the beauty of their community, the kindness of their people and their perspective of the
world. She also grew to be more
thankful for Christianity.
“Living in the Middle East put
my relationship with God on its
head,” Franklin said. “For the first
time, I learned what it’s like to
have a personal relationship with
God… I could just feel God and
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The Tree of Life is a popular tourist attraction in Bahrain.

hear his voice and became passionate to love his people.”
However, when she returned
to Indiana for her college education, she was discouraged by the
perception of Islam that was fostered among her peers. It seemed
people wanted to avoid any conversation about Islam or the Middle East.
Oftentimes, just saying she
was from the Middle East
would discourage any further conversation.
That was until she joined
MECA, Taylor’s chapter of the
Middle Eastern Collegiate Association. There, she encountered other students who loved
and appreciated their Muslim
neighbors.
“It was a group of people sitting in chairs who were like,
‘We love the Middle East and
we want to talk about it,’”
Franklin said. “And I was like,
‘You love the Middle East because you love Jesus in the
same way that I love the Middle East because I love Jesus?’
It’s beautiful.”
Franklin had never imagined
becoming such a spokesperson
for Islam in college, but it has

challenged her and caused her
to grow.
Most importantly, she has
learned how to have conversations with those who disrespectfully disagree.
“When I opened for (MECA’s
chapel) last year I said, ‘Hi, I’m
Abigail and I love Islam,’” Franklin said. “I knew people didn’t
know Islam like I did or probably didn’t know many Muslims if any at all, but for me to
be like, ‘I love Islam as a concept or a religion — I think
it’s beautiful’ and for that to
be shocking to people, that I
wasn’t expecting.”
Although she considers that
instance rather tame, Franklin has encountered hostile
attendants at MECA events,
who come to argue with guest
speakers against their experiences and faith.
While those are frustrating
circumstances, Franklin is hyper-aware that starting fights
does not change people’s minds.
Rather, she hopes to lead by example as MECA’s co-president
with junior Sarah Malak this year.
“I don’t know how many people realize just how large and

thriving and strong the Christian
community is in the Middle East,”
Franklin said. “When we, as Taylor, view the Middle East as this
‘other,’ we are ‘othering’ the people that we call brothers and sisters 10 minutes later… we should
bring the same energy and empathy to the Middle East as we do
the rest of the world.”
Although Franklin sometimes
stands alone as an advocate for
the Middle East in the middle of
the midwest, she fondly remembers the firmness of the Tree of
Life in Bahrain.
She has latched onto a recurring theme throughout the Bible — God calls people into the
desert to talk to him or to learn
from him.
And while this memory has
also resulted in her passion for
bringing a sandpit to Taylor as a
representation of such, Franklin
has also felt God bringing her to
the desert to find life in him in
her walk with Christ.
“The Middle East is a beautiful, colorful and complex thing,”
Franklin said. “It may be a desert, but that doesn’t mean there
isn’t life there.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Greg Dyson shares his heart for hard conversations
New programs
promote unity
Katie Pfotzer
Contributor

The following article is a corrected print from the Aug. 17
edition of The Echo. — Editors
Stepping into the office of
the Rev. Gregory Dyson, vice
president for intercultural
leadership/church relations,
one painting immediately
jumps out at the viewer.
The painting is a grayscale
self portrait painting with a
tug of war going on between
the artist’s own hands covering her mouth and the
hands of her friends of color
pulling her hands away from
her mouth.
“ S h e s a i d sh e w a s f ro m
Maine and ever ybody from
Maine is white,” Dyson said.
“She said when people talked about diversity sh e did
not even know w hat to do
with it. When she came to college she felt like she should
be quiet — that it was not a
conversation for her. But actually, her friends of color
encouraged her to speak up,
to share her thoughts and it
was kind of in that moment
th at sh e reali z ed sh e h a d
a voice but she only had a
voice because other people
gave her the strength to be
able to share.”
Every wall in this office is
filled with art made by family
and friends. Each piece has its

own story and reminder.
These choices ref lect the
administrator’s own philosophy of life. This revolves
around looking towards
eternity in ever y situation
while also recognizing his
limitations.
“The work is infinite, but we
are finite,” Dyson said.
With this in mind, Dyson
and his team have put together some new initiatives
to improve cultural relations.
The first of these is a policy
against racial harassment.
This policy is meant to provide a standard for what constitutes racial harassment to
remove ambiguity.
Another initiative involves
opening the door for more
people of color to be a part
of th e conversation in big
decision processes — the Intercultural Leadership and
Church Relations Committee.
“One thing that we can do is
create (a) voice for ever yone
to be able to speak,” D yson
said.
The third and final initiative is the Church Relations
Strategic Committee. Their
responsibilities include
partnering with the churches in the area to promote diversity ideation.
These new initiatives came
after Dyson’s years of experience working with diversity. His observations granted
him valu abl e in si g ht into
w h at i s mi ssi n g f rom th e
conversation.

“What we’re really great at
is recognizing the struggle,”
Dyson said.
Dyson noted that the standard response to diversity was
to talk about problems that
needed to be changed. This
created a heavy atmosphere.
He wanted to flip this conversation on its h ead . He
believes that these hard conversations can b e turn ed
around to be seen in a more
positive light.
“How do we celebrate and
how do we engage diversity?” Dyson said. “That does
mean that sometimes we are
actually going to talk about
diversity in a fun way. The
things that we deal with are
not easy. But then on top of
that, there is this point that
we can work through those
things together.”
This idea of togetherness
invit es t h e s t u d e n t b o d y
to b e a p ar t of th e se n e w
changes. In essence, creating space at the table for ever yone at Taylor.
T h o u g h t h e p a i n t i n g in
Dyson’s office depicts a specific friend to the reverend, it
represents the diversity journey that he desires for every
student.
Dyson expressed this best
in his own words, “Intercultural leadership is not just
for a student who comes from
a certain background, it's for
all of us so that we can all
function well together.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Gregory Dyson

The Rev. Gregory Dyson has taken on the role of vice president for intercultural leadership and church relations.
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“What surprised the freshmen? The
Taylor community.”
An altered Welcome Weekend for
Class of 2024
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Lessons students learned since lockdown

Growing through a
quality quarantine
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor

2020 was the start of a global
pandemic, but some also found
the start of this year was the
start of becoming more of who
they want to be.
The routines that were pulled
out from under us just a few
short months ago created room
to form new patterns and habits. Coronavirus is the same
storm for all of us, but each of
us are in a different boat.
Sharing these unique experiences allows us to learn from
the people around us.
Freshman Jordan Dutcher
used this rare time at home with
all six of her family members to
grow close by playing nightly
games of Uno for ice cream.
“I learned how to enjoy the

time I have with my sisters,”
Dutcher said. “I have three
younger sisters and we tend
to have very different events
occurring in our lives, but
during all of the extra time, we
were able to bond and become
close and enjoy one another’s
company.”
Even such a simple act of
playing a card game each night,
relationships were strengthened. As a freshman, Dutcher
soaked up these moments even
more before leaving for college.
As many others found, this
time in the house also led to
more time spent in the kitchen.
Junior Ela Alvarado found
that she had a lot of extra time
to bake and cook and wanted to
share this with the world. Having started a YouTube channel
the year before, this unexpected
break gave her the space to decide what direction she wanted
to take her channel in.

By making videos of creative
recipes, Alvarado found an outlet to minister to people.
“It wasn’t just about growing
my channel, it was more about
showing people that they can
take care of the temple God has
given them while still enjoying
their food! Even just doing it
for my sisters was so incredibly
rewarding.”
2020 has not been what
we expected. Our plans have
changed, we have learned to
roll with the punches, no matter
how hard we get knocked down.
There is peace in knowing that
God’s plan never is caught
off guard.
Alvarado expressed how she
was taught that it is vital to put
God first in everything:
“I’ve realized (listening to the
Spirit’s voice is) the only way for
him to edify your plans and for
you to walk in God’s perfect
path of righteousness.”

With more time to think, senior Taylor Berry started to turn
thoughts into a company.
When school shut down in
March, Berry found herself back
at home reconnecting with her
elementary school best friend.
They connected over their
shared love for fitness, nutrition, faith and being good students. This passion spurred
ideas of a company with a mission to go the extra mile in all
areas of life.
By starting theextramilelifestyle.com, Berry was able to
have something to focus and
put effort into each day.
“It’s easy to pick up your
phone and scroll on TikTok for
hours, but investing time and
energy into something worthwhile but also fun is way more
meaningful,” Berry said.
In creating this platform, Berry found that imperfections
are okay.

Photograph provided by @brethomasphotography

Senior Taylor Berry and business partner Abby
Rosinski promote their new lifestyle blog.

Whether quarantine taught
you to invest in relationships,
let God be in control or to use
your time wisely, each of us saw
that we are not the Author of
our stories.
Although this pandemic is
a serious matter, and being
home for months at a time

was hard, it is often the hardest times where growth is
found. It is during these times
when people unite over hope
— hope for health, hope for
the return to jobs and hope for
life to once again be normal. A
new normal.
echo@taylor.edu

How students saved summer
Experiencing God’s
love and glory
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

The summer of 2020 looked a
little different for Taylor students, but despite plans being cancelled or adjusted, this
summer was not put to waste.
Sophomore Becca Petrucelli had a summer that she will
never forget. Since many restrictions were put in place as
a result of the pandemic, she
felt pessimistic at the start
of summer.
That began to change when
her friend Erica Morman invited her to go on a road trip
across the western part of the
U.S. which included visiting a
friend in San Diego. After finals
were officially over, Petrucelli
and Morman got in a car and
started driving to Denver all
the way from Michigan. They
also got to visit Utah and Arizona, stopping to see Zion and
the Badlands before reaching
San Diego.
From jamming out to “Suit
and Jacket” by Judah and the
Lion and “Swim (Reprise)” by
Valley during long drives to
jumping off bridges, Petrucelli would describe her summer
as a summer of freedom and
defying the odds.
“We’re adults who are out
in the middle of nowhere, and
if we want to pull over and

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Daniel McHenney
@MchenneyDaniel

Its been five days at school
and I already lost my wallet.
Sigh... please send help.
#tayloru
gabriella rivera @gabrivera42
i would like to apologize to
whoever was the poor girl
that walked into the bathroom
while i was BLARING Dream
On by Aerosmith because
i was in the shower and
thought i was alone #tayloru
Victoria Lawson

@vividlyvict0ria

Hoping to consistently be
one of the 30 students
allowed in the KSAC during
the permitted timeframes
so I don’t mistake being out
of shape for contracting a
certain respiratory illness
every time I climb the stairs to
3rd Wolgie #tayloru

take pictures, we can do that,”
Petrucelli said. “Also if we want
to pull over and longboard we
can do that too; there’s just so
much abounding freedom.”
In addition to travelling out
West, she visited Atlanta and
the mountains in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. When
she wasn’t driving over 1,000
miles across the country, she
took time to explore her hometown such as finding a favorite breakfast place or bonding
with her coworkers.
One of the most significant moments of her trip had
to be in San Diego. She was
on her trip around the same
time the Black Lives Matter
protests were taking place
and witnessed people protesting for the sake of seeking equality and justice for the
Black community.
“We literally walked past a
group of people and there was
one guy who was talking to
them and he was telling them,
‘We’re all going to wear masks
and we’re going to stay six feet
apart, but we’re just going to go
down to the beach, and we’re
going to get in a circle and
we’re going to pray.” Petrucelli said.
To Pe tr u c e l li , it w a s
eye-opening to see this happening in real time as opposed
to only hearing about it on
the news.
Through her journey this
summer, if there was one

lesson that would continue to stick with Petrucelli, it
would be to make time for people so you can make time for
memories.
Junior Hope Thomas’ experience with her internship at the
women’s shelter showed her
the incredible ways in which
God works through forming
relationships with the ministry and the women who
lived there.
Thomas was planning on
doing the internship before
COVID-19 hit and she was hoping to be more involved, but
despite regulations and restrictions brought on by COVID-19,
it did not stop her from being
the hands and feet of Jesus at
the ministry.
From learning the stories of
the women by running at the
park or eating meals together,
Thomas noted, “I think I’m always surprised by the beauty
that comes out of hardship and
crisis and they always kind of
just sneak up on you in different ways.”
When the protests were going on, the staff came together
to pray and discussed the racial
injustice happening in America. This showed Thomas how
much God loves everyone and
desires justice for those who
need it.
By the end of the summer,
Thomas clearly saw how nothing was a surprise to God, his
work is never through and that

Photograph provided by Rose White

Rose White and fellow interns hike in Colorado.

everybody has their own story.
What started out as someone from a company reaching
out to junior Rose White at a
career fair turned into a summer internship in Colorado
Springs working with satellites.
White would describe her
summer as a summer of renewal and trying new things.
Not only did White learn a lot
about the more artistic side of
working with satellites, but she
got to form relationships with
the other interns there. When
White was not working on a
project with the company, she

took time to get to know her
interns during different activities they did together like hiking a Fourteener and going to
the Denver aquarium.
Through getting to know her
interns, she learned a lot about
their beliefs and many of them
were not Christians, so she was
able to share her faith with
them while hiking mountains
and spending time together.
“The biggest lesson, number one, is let God be the one
who orchestrates your life,”
White said… “number two is
even when people seem really

different from you, you appreciate them for what makes them
tick and what they’re passionate about because when I first
met my intern friends, I didn’t
think I would want to hang out
with them… but again, take the
time to get to know people because everybody has a story.”
Even when plans for the
summer changed and adjusted
for the sake of social-distancing, God knew exactly what
they would be doing this summer and he was able to use that
time for his glory.
echo@taylor.edu

An altered Welcome Weekend for Class of 2024
Freshmen welcomed
in new ways
Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

This year, for the first time in
over 40 years, Welcome Weekend did not take place on
a weekend.
This was just one of many
ways in which COVID-19 affected the way that Taylor University welcomed the Class of 2024.
For many of the upperclassmen,
Welcome Weekend this year
was bitter-sweet as they compared COVID-altered events to
ones they had experienced their
freshman year.
Sophomore Ellie Malmquist
wishes the freshmen could
have experienced communion
in the gym. Junior Rebekah Settles wishes the freshmen could
have experienced Taylor’s
“Beach Bash.” For other upperclassmen, this year’s Welcome
Weekend was made bittersweet
by the inability to hug incoming
freshmen, the absence of an allschool Polar Pops run and the
restrictions placed on “bro-sis”
wing events.

Yet for many of the incoming
freshmen, COVID-19 has had surprisingly little impact on their
Welcome Weekend experience.
“I for sure was expecting the
rules,” freshman Kennedy Cockerham said. “I think they’ve been
a little more strict than I expected, but I think that’s to be
appreciated.”
Other freshmen agreed that
the guidelines established
during Welcome Weekend were
unsurprising. For many incoming freshmen, Taylor’s new
COVID regulations mirror ones
that were implemented in their
high schools, camp jobs and other summertime activities.
“Rules-wise, I expected all the
ones that are in place,” freshman
Matthew VanDerNoord said.
COVID-19 restrictions have
been less of a shock for the incoming freshmen than for many
of the returning upperclassmen,
but something else caught the
Class of 2024 by surprise this
past weekend. The freshmen
anticipated the effects COVID
would have on their orientation,
but something else affected the
Class of 2024’s Welcome Weekend experience in ways they had

not anticipated.
What surprised the freshmen?
The Taylor community.
“People are super helpful; all
of the staff is amazing and really nice and really helpful,” freshman Janie Allen said.
Members of the Class of 2024
encountered a community
that welcomed them and came
alongside them in unexpected ways.
“I was surprised by how welcoming the people were that I
met,” Cockerham said.
Although COVID-19 has certainly altered the way that Taylor
University operates, it has not
changed the heart of Taylor University: a community of individuals who seek to love others in a
Christ-like manner. Even though
Welcome Weekend looked different this year, the Class of 2024
was welcomed and loved well,
if differently than in past years.
As a result, many of the incoming freshmen have nothing but
positive feedback to offer on this
past weekend.
“It’s all been very new, but in a
surprisingly good way,” VanDerNoord said. “I really like how everything has gone down, so I’m

Photograph by Taylor Universtiy

Families gather to dedicate the class of 2024.

glad (Taylor’s administration)
did it this way.”
Few freshmen would describe
their COVID-altered Welcome
Weekend experience negatively.
“I don’t think I would change
anything (about Welcome Weekend), I feel like everything’s
gone the way that it should,”
said Cockerham.
Even upperclassmen found
themselves surprised by the creativity and flexibility of Taylor’s
administration.
“I really appreciated the way
(Taylor’s administration) did
everything,” Malmquist said.
“Honestly, overall, it’s been pretty similar to last year other than
the rules about social distancing

and masks, which are hard to get
used to.”
Although many freshmen have
had a positive Welcome Weekend experience, life at Taylor
will look different for the Class
of 2024 in the coming days than
it has for freshmen in past years.
With this in mind, Malmquist offers the following advice to the
Class of 2024:
“Even though everything
looks different this year and
a lot of events are going to
be kind of different, and even
though we have to be socially
distant, don’t be afraid to still
reach out to people and get involved in things.”
echo@taylor.edu
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The Fruits of the Spirit
Episode 1: Love

This week, we’re starting
a series of themed “Fun
and Games” pages,
designed after the nine
fruits of the Spirit. We’ll
be keeping some of the
same activities, and maybe
adding a few more, in
hopes that you are both
sharpened in mind and
entertained at heart. With
a sharp eye, you might
find even more than you
bargained for!
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Puzzle by Sodi Kroehler, with thanks to his grandfather

Across
1. Love’s most common
metaphor
6. Classrooms, in 2020
11. Negative
13. To load, as on a ship
14. “A __ from death
to death”
16. Public Relations
17. Power couples

18. Work with a bank,
abbr.
19. 43560
21. Really attractive, in a
story
22. “__ and flows”
24. Non-commissioned
officer
25. Flying to Michigain?
26. Superman, when he’s
just visiting
27. Beautiful words, often
about love
29. “I am with you always”
30. A cream involved in
many dates
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31. Uncultivated land
33. Love’s probably driven
you here
36. Oceania – 1984’s
America
38. With an anode and a
cathode
40. One who needs a bit
more love
42. A river triangle
44. Primary ingredients of
couples
45. Asks God
47. Something a 1982
Spielberg fan might like
50. Something true love
never reaches
51. A canoe’s significant
other
53. World WaterPark
Association
54. “Even __”, by MercyMe
56. To come close to
58. Chinese pot
59. Worldwide missions
leader
60. “_ death do us part”
61. Archaic present
62. Airport shoe takers
63. In need of repayment
65. An Otis companion
67. Most common putt
and approach, in disc golf
69. Prefix, again
71. Rastafarian foodstuffs
72. Known for scented
purple flowers
73. Driver’s __
75. The greatest of all
these
76. A red Sauce, when it
lost altitude

Down

1. A sudden change in
opinion
2. Of Mexican descent
3. Proficient
4. Hebrew letter for m
5. In purest form
6. __ the Greek, by
Kazantzakis
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Puzzle by Sodi Kroehler

7. Song fondly, usually in
memory of
8. “Ow!”, then “big __”
9. Magnetic resonance
imaging
10. The love of God to the
unlovely
11. Boring radio?
12. Before smelting
15. ---deleteme
20. 2nd floor LaRita Center
23. Known to grow
exponentially
24. North, in the “language
of love”
27. Mail giver, abbr.
28. When Cleopatra lost
her love
30. Relationships, but
without love
31. Old English, mercy,
kindness
32. Horses love them,
do you?
34. Usually from lemons
and sugar
36. , kinda nervous
37. “When the Father __
was known”
39. An insignificant
quantity
41. A jar, usually ceramic
43. At danger
46. Where love sits, in us
48. An annual Taylor
“group date”
54. How Abram’s son
might start a letter
57. Waits
58. You when you find
your soulmate
59. Really long shoes
61. A Russian
63. Iron found naturally
64. Bound in love
65. Short for million
66. In that order
68. To compete eagerly

A&E

“I just wanted to do
something beautiful.”
‘Tashina Davis paints Black Lives
Matter murel downtown’
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Art Mechanica explores the world of CGI art
Metcalf offers a new
CGI art experience
Mer Fenton
Arts Editor

The audience files in as the
painter stands on stage, painting a phoenix before the crowd.
However, the painter is sporting
a vr headset, and her brushes
are remote controls. The phoenix she is painting is not composed of oil or watercolor, but
instead a glittering, glowing, 3D
vector.
This demonstration was part
of “Art Mechanica”, the newest exhibit in the Metcalf Gallery. It is a collaborative show,
where a wide range of CGI art
is displayed both in prints and
on various screens throughout
the Metcalf Gallery. The opening was on Friday, Aug. 21.
The exhibit has been a dream
ofJamie Miles, assistant professor
of art, for a while now. Milesand
Metcalf Gallery Director Jeremie
Riggleman were able to get the
ball rolling. They started searching for artists. They were only expecting 5 or 6, but ended up with

22 artists from 15 countries.
“It all came together virtually,”
Miles said. “We received all these
files digitally, from very trusting
and generous artists, who were
literally in places like Bangalore,
India, and Spain and Warsaw and
Argentina, and the Dominican Republic — all over the place.”
Ballinger’s pieces in “Art Machina” are whimsical illustrations
and character studies he has recently been working on for various projects.
He talked about his favorite
professor from Columbus Center for Art & Design, where he
got his undergrad. Although
many of his professors discouraged his draw towards
cartoon characters, this professor helped him figure out his
passions.
“Find somebody who will take
the time to help you figure out
what you are trying to do, where
you are trying to go, and what your
strengths are as a creative person,”
He said. “That’s what he did for
me, and that’s what I try to help
my students do.”
Ballinger’s work is sorted into
the narrative category in the

Photo provided by Ross Kimbrell

Students view contributing artist Ian Spriggs’s CGI Portraits in Art Machina

show. The other two categories
Miles chose to sort the art were
fine art and visualization.
With such new and exciting
technology, the conversation can
quickly turn towards the power
of the software. However, Miles’
central hope for “Art Machina”
was that it would spark curiosity in Taylor art students, and
they would see the wide range

of software simply as other me- our skills in CGI by giving them has come to Taylor at the perdiums to create their art with.
the unique style that comes out fect time.

On the opposite end, artist Maciej Stok-Stokowiec advises CGI
students to make sure to take fine
art courses.
“It expands what we see and
gives us another point of view,” he
wrote in his artist statement. “I
think that painting, drawing, and
traditional sculpting enhance

from us.”
Stok-Stokowiec, hailing from Poland, has been working with CGI
for 10 years.
It’s the ability to host people like him that Miles finds
so poetic about “Art Machina”.
Although the roots were originally laid last fall, the show

Black Lives Matter honored in downtown Upland
New mural added on
Upland’s Main St.
Amelia Bostick
Staff Writer

“Black is the sum of all colors.”
The words glide across the wall
on 63 N. Main St. in Upland. Painted on the side of a building adjacent
to popular cafe, The Bridge, Tashema Davis’ latest mural brings new
conversations to the area. Troy Tiberi, owner of the building, had the
idea of Davis painting the wall on his
property. Tiberi met with a friend at
The Bridge, explaining how he wanted to show his support for the Black
Lives Matter movement, and the recent death of George Floyd in Minnesota. This friend immediately
recommended Davis, and directed
him towards her website.
From there, all it took was a quick
Facebook message. After laying
out her terms of service, Davis was
on board.
“I just want to do something beautiful,” Davis told Tiberi. With 20 years
of experience in the arts, it is not hard
for Davis to deliver just that.
From a young age, Davis knew she
was destined to create. With dreams

Photograph by Lauren MacDonald

Tashema Davis Lauren MacDonald.

of being a cartoonist for Disney, Davis grew up admiring all the beauty
that was around her with a pencil
in hand.
In 2000, Davis decided to attend
Ball State University for interior design, but she quickly realized this was
not something that was going to satisfy her need to create. In 2010, Davis
found herself back at Ball State pursuing art and a teaching license so

she could share her love with others.
Fast forward to 2020, and now
Davis’s work appears larger than
life in the public eye. For those
who have not seen it, the wall features a painted portrait of a woman of color with shapes of teal and
black surrounding the face. The
text weaves through the windows
of the wall and leads the viewer’s
eyes towards the woman’s face.

However, painting in Upland was
new to Davis.
“It was a little fearful because I’m
not from this area, I’m from Gary,
which is up north, and I heard a
lot of negative things about Upland,” Davis said.
Taking this opportunity came
with the joy of sharing art but the
struggle of anticipating negative
feedback before it is given. Davis

had not chosen to paint in this
location, but due to the request
of the building owner,the mural
fell into her lap.
Despite this fear, Davis took on
the job with the sole purpose of
creating something meaningful
and impactful.
“I just hope that (the viewers)
are able to look at (the mural)
and see something beautiful and
see a beautiful brown face,” Davis said. “I wanted it to be seen
and I wanted it to be something
beautiful.”
Davis’s painting was met with
positive feedback and gave her an
experience in Upland that contradicted the negative things she
had heard about the town.
Davis truly creates an experience with the viewer, even one
who sees her work by only a quick
glimpse through a moving car
window. These quick moments
of a person’s attention where the
artist must make their mark and
share their mission.
“I feel like as an artist I am tasked
to show the heartbeat of the city,”
Davis said. “And I think that’s
what I really love about a mural.”
echo@taylor.edu

Student artist helps small buisness through summer work
Tayor student and The
Bridge collaborate
Hailey Hendricks
A&E Editor

Senior Clarissa Paschall narrates
her journey of reflection.
Paschall accredits her art as
her method of applying imagery
to the Lord’s Word.
She serves as no stranger to The
Bridge, even remaining involved
with them during the midst of a
pandemic. Because she lived in
Upland at the time and deeply
loves the Bridge, Paschall wanted to help support the local coffee
shop through this time of financial difficulty.
As an artist, she created several pieces of art and displaced
them at the shop. These new creations launched her into selling
these pieces from the shop, as
well as on social media through
Instagram.
Selling her art served as her
method of helping support a
place where she has found peace
and beauty within her time at
Taylor. It also helped the artist
remain connected to the community of Upland through these
challenging times.
Being selected as The Bridge’s

featured artist of the month, Paschall curated several pieces in a
collection, titling the showcase
“Contemplating Grace.” Through
this exhibit, Paschall’s art guides
viewers through her personal
journey of faith as she reflects
on the Lord’s call on her life.
“Since beginning at Taylor, I really felt like the Lord has brought
this new purpose to my art,” Paschall said.“ This more worshipfulness to it and has developed
into a tool to come to know
Truth and come to know Christ
through imagery, rather than
just the Word.”
She highlights art as her outlet of pursuing the Lord and
touches on the principle of how
the Lord calls each individual to
pursue him through a multitude
of outlets.
Paschall explained that her art
includes a more rough approach.
Additionally, she said her art is
much different from the standard
looks of a professional artist, detailing it as an honest reflection of
her faith rather than a professional look. She drew back to the point
that the Lord taught her several
principles about perfection. Furthermore, she also describes how
the Lord pushed her in the idea of
trusting her artistic abilities in the

process of creating.
“B plus and B minus work
changes people too,” Paschall
said.
She emphasized the importance that her work and this
journey held on her faith, showing that the Lord wants to meet
us where we are at, even if that
is in the midst of the dirt or the
midst of our struggles.
Many of the pieces within the
exhibit are sketches based on her
journey, ranging from sketches of a girl dancing to a detailed
portrait of Christ kneeling at
the throne.
One specific piece in the show
that she highlights, titled “Unashamed,” illustrated a portrait of
Christ kneeling at the throne with
a flower in hand while reaching
out His hand to reach a young girl
running toward Him.
Paschall said this was her favorite piece within the showcase. She explained the storyline
behind the piece with the understanding that we can be fully
unashamed in front of the Lord
because He welcomes us to meet
with Him. Additionally, he humbles himself by meeting us in
this way.
She advised the viewers of
her art to truly ask and engage

“We’ve ended up with this
big robust show from people all over the place,” said
Miles. “Professor Riggleman
noticed just how beautiful of
a thing that is to have a global art show during a global
pandemic.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

Art Machina
Now - Oct. 1
Metcalf Gallery

Godspell
Sept. 11-13, 18-20
Mitchel Theater
Parking Lot

Season Theatre
Auditions
Sept. 14-16
4-10 p.m.
Upper Mitchell Theatre

Artist Talk
Friday, Oct. 16
5:45 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium at the
Boren Campus Center

Guest Piano Recit
Samuel Rotman
Friday, Oct. 30,
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Have Art? Poetry?
Creative Writing?

Photograph provided by Clarissa Paschall

Artist Clarissa Paschall prepares her exhibit for public eyes.

the Lord in the ways that he
calls us to worship him. Her art
emphasizes that each individual’s
call to worship and meet with
the Lord looks very different.
With that, they should find what
avenue they are called to meet
with him through and pursue it
wholeheartedly.

Paschall’s showcase will
continue to run through the
beginning of September at The
Bridge. At the close of the exhibit,
she plans to continue selling art
pieces. She also hopes to remain
partnered with The Bridge as a
venue to display and sell her art.
echo@taylor.edu

Fine arts is a new
addition to The Echo.
It exists to give an
individual spotlight to
student voices on Taylor’s
campus. Submissions of
all forms of flash fiction,
creative nonfiction, poetry,
art and photography are
now open.
Email all submissions or
questions to
mer_fenton@taylor.edu
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Taylor women’s soccer begins season soon

Players are excited
to be back
Jake Weikel
Staff Writer

Life at Taylor is starting to
ramp up, and with that comes
the beginning of fall sports.
Many teams have already begun practicing in preparation
for their upcoming seasons, one
of which is women’s soccer, who
will have their first game on Sept
16. With all of the uncertainty
that surrounds all levels of the
sports world right now, the team
is excited just to get the season
underway.
“Well, I hope to play in a lot
of games, and really make it
to nationals,” junior Erin Teevans said, “That’s our number
one goal. So, we can play in the
spring and get all of the games
we can, because really, we’re not
guaranteed a lot of games.”
The team keeps a lot of offensive firepower heading into this
season with five of last year’s
top six scorers returning to
the team this year, only one of
whom is a senior. Teevans is one
of those top scorers, returning
to the team after a sophomore
campaign where she scored six
goals and had a team-high seven assists.
Some other key returners
are juniors Linli Tu and Riley
Massey, who had six goals and
five goals respectively last year.
The area of concern for this
team is the goalkeeper position,
where they have two freshmen
competing for a starting spot.
“Right now it’s a little extra
tutoring every day and hoping
that one or both of them steps
up for game day, and can actually play,” Head Coach Scott Stan

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Junior Linli Tu is one of the key returners for the Trojans

said about the goalkeeper situation. “But usually you don’t want
to put a freshman under tremendous amounts of pressure, and
the goalkeeper position is a lot
of pressure.”
Despite the unique situation,
senior Morgan Orme doesn’t
seem to be rattled. Orme believes that the situation will
create competition between

the two freshmen that will benefit both.
The team is on a streak of
four straight seasons with 12
or more wins and look to extend that streak this season.
Extending that streak is no easy
task, as Taylor plays in a tough
conference.
Key opponents this season
include Spring Arbor, Mount

Vernon, and Indiana Wesleyan.
Taylor University played all three
teams last year and each game
finished close.
“Spring Arbor is always a
good one. I feel like we’re gonna
come out on top this year,” Orme
said. “(We were) able to tie them
last year.”
At the end of the day, the team
seems excited to get out there

and play together. Both Teevans
and Orme mentioned how they
are excited to go out on the field
with the team and just be able to
play soccer.
“I don’t think I ever have a bad
day when I get to see the ladies
because they are encouraging,
they’re fun, they are Christ-centered and will play for the Lord,”
Stan said about coaching the

team. “It’s always one of those
things like you’re coaching really
great athletes, but they are just
fun. And I think for me soccer
is a tool that allows us to get to
a goal that we want to achieve,
and I want them to leave here
more confident Christ-centered
women and that’s what they
want and it’s just a great time.”
echo@taylor.edu

New Taylor coach brings a fresh perspective to the team
Coach Gay shares his
plans for track and field
Claire Nieshalla
Staff Writer

The early alarm goes off, and
hitting the snooze button seems
like the next best option, except
for the memorable words of track
and field coach Derek Gay.
“How you do one thing is how
you do everything...even hit the
snooze button,” Gay said about
elite athletes.
For Gay, running is much more
than minutes, muscles and miles.
While those aspects are vital to
the success of the program, as
the new track and field coach,
Derek Gay, has a whole-person
approach with running and offers a strong platform of leadership and experience.
Over the years, Coach Gay has
worked hard to gain a healthy
perspective of running as a sport,
as well as a mentality by attending coaching conventions, being
involved in mentorship programs
and USA Track and Field (USATF).
He attests to how each of these
experiences and more have enriched him as both a coach and
a person.
He and his wife, Kayla, are
excited to be a part of the Taylor community and call Upland
home, especially as they anticipate the birth of their first
child. Previously, he coached
at IWU and Dillard University
in Louisiana.
Leadership transitions can be
uncertain, but Gay has stepped
up to the line to run a level-headed, balanced race without hesitation. Previous coach Rod Waters
left the program in a strong and
healthy place, and as Gay continues to strengthen Taylor track
and field, titan-worthy performances are bound to come.
Baseball Coach and Athletic Director Kyle Gould believes
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Derek Gay will begin his Taylor journey this year.

Gay will lead the program well.
“When you hire a new coach,
you hire them to be themselves,
and people are always most successful when they’re doing that,”
Gould said. “He has a very strong
sense of who he is and how he
does things.”
Gay’s commitment to excellence and growth was evident
from the beginning. Like for all
teams, Taylor seeks coaches who
are first a committed Christ-follower. That value paired with a
proven track record of recruiting and developing athletes in
the sport is what, in the end, sets
apart a man like Gay from other
possible applicants.
Senior cross country and
mid-distance runner Luke
Rovenstine had only positive
things to say about Gay.
“He’s bringing a championship
mentality that is very invested
in the program and in this area,”
said Rovenstine.
Passionate athletes like Luke
crave a coach that feels the same
way as they do about their sport
and who will promote positivity and thankfulness among
the team.
Rovenstine noted that Gay
is dedicated and interested in the team as a whole and
each athlete.
“He’s a very personal coach,”
Rovenstine said. “He’s done a
lot of great work in the past,
and we’re really excited to see
how his experiences as a coach
and his devotion to excellence
plays into Taylor and the athletics there.”
Like many other students and
faculty, Gay was drawn to Taylor
not just for its credentials but for
its community. His desire to see
intentional unity within the track
and cross country programs only
confirms his compatibility with
Taylor’s values.
echo@taylor.edu

“Once (the team) arrived here, the focus has
been on getting better and growing as a team,
and we’ll adapt to how we have to do that.”
Football has fall season postponed to the
spring
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son soon Men’s soccer hoping for better year
A revamped offense is
key to Trojans’ success
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Th e goal for thi s year ’s
Taylor Men’s Soccer team is
simple — keep the ball and
score more.
Last season, the Trojans finished 6-10-3, and 8th in the
Cro ssro a d s L e a g u e , m a ki n g th e c o n fe re n c e t o u r n a m e n t . Th e y fe l l t o t o p
se ed Sprin g Arb or 2-0 in
the quarterfinals.
One key departure from
last year is goalkeeper Luke
Williams, who made 99 saves
last year, ranking number one
in the Crossroads League.
“I don’t think you can replace him,” Paul McBride, last
year’s leading scorer for the
Trojans, said about Williams.
Between the sticks this season will be senior Joaquin
Hansen from Chile.

“He’s actually better with
hi s fe et, w hich i s h elpful
for us in possession,” Head
Coach Gary Ross said.
Ross is returning for his
17th year coaching the Trojans and he says the team
is excited to get back to the
pitch and play again.
“ We were looking great in
the spring before everything
got shut down,” Ross said.
The Trojans struggled offensively last year, getting
outscored 30-21 and outshot
133-82.
This has led to a revamp
of th e of fense led by l ast
ye a r ’s l e a di n g g o a l s c o r er Paul McBride with seven
goals. A revamp that will include getting the ball up the
pitch more.
“Allowing our guys to create space and be patient in
the final third of the field, so
rather than trying to sit back
and counter-attack this year,
we are trying to get after it

right away and pushing numbers up.” said Noah Rodman,
a senior defender.
The Trojans brought in a
healthy batch of freshmen as
well, such as freshman Matt
Harrold, a center midfielder, freshman Jackson Hoosier, a defender — both from
Colorado Springs, Colo. and
played at The Classical Academy — and Brian Matipa, an
attacker from Bloomington,
Ill.
According to Rodman, the
freshmen bring a style of play
that fits the new strategy of
the team.
“He’s got a great shot, I
think he will be one of our
better scorers this year,” Ross
said about Matipa.
Ja m e s Mc Br i d e , j u n i o r,
is one of the bigger pieces
of the midfield in terms of
keeping possession and attacking, w hile senior Alex
Gallup, and senior Cole Guillaume, will be key players in

Volleyball

9/5 Grace College 2 p.m.
9/8 Huntington University 7 p.m.
9/11 Indiana University Kokomo 7 p.m.
9/12 Marian University 2 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

9/5 Brescia University 4 p.m.

Women’s Golf

9/7 Battle at Brookwood 12 p.m. (N)
9/8 Battle at Brookwood 8 a.m. (N)
9/11 Players Club Invitational 12 p.m. (N)
9/12 Players Club Invitational 9 a.m. (N)

Men’s Golf

9/11 Players Club Invitational 12 p.m. (N)
9/12 Players Club Invitational 9 a.m. (N)

Men’s Cross Country

9/11 Indiana Wesleyan Twilight Invitational 7
p.m. (N)
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Men’s soccer will face off against Brescia in their opener on Saturday.

the defense.
One of the other goals besides tr ying to get the ball
furth er up th e pitch i s to
keep the ball more and win
the possession battle. Winning this battle is the key
to scoring more goals and
solves potential defensive issues according to Ross.

“What we are doing is trying to break those habits of
long direct balls, doing lots of
possession work, lots of being
able to do possession things in
tight spaces,” Ross said.
This season has been anything but normal already with
the current coronavirus outbreak and the regulations that

Women’s Cross Country

9/11 Indiana Wesleyan Twilight Invitational 6
p.m. (N)

have followed it. However,
they are trying to not use the
chaotic situation as an excuse
to not perform well this year.
The Trojans will open their
season against Brescia University on Sept. 5 at Turner Stadium to b egin a 14
game schedule.
echo@taylor.edu

Football has fall season postponed to the spring
MSFA moves conference
play to spring
Taylor Athletics

to the team

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Late last month, the NAIA Council of Presidents voted to move
all 2020 fall championships to
Spring 2021.
While the Crossroads League
committed to playing its regular season out as normal, the
Mid-States Football Association—Taylor’s conference for
football— decided it was in their
best interest to postpone the season to the Spring. Their decision
follows the postponement of the
national championships.
The NAIA Football National
Championship was moved to
May 10. According to the NAIA’s
press release, the championship
will be held on a Monday for the
first time in its history.
To line-up with the new schedule, Taylor football is expected
to kick-off in late February, with
Head Coach Ron Korfmacher
viewing Feb. 27 as the likely date.
Korfmacher expects a seven-game schedule lining up before the national playoffs, which
begin on April 17.
Despite the Crossroads
League’s decision to maintain
play, the logistics for the MidStates Football Association continuing their fall season were
much cloudier.
While the Crossroads League
has a small geographical range,
mostly containing schools from
Indiana, the Mid-States Football
Association has a wide range
of schools.
“The geography is really the
biggest thing,” said Director of
Intercollegiate Athletics Kyle
Gould. “We have teams from
Chicago, teams from Detroit. It

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

A spring season brings unusual challenges and benefits for Taylor

covers Missouri, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana and due to that, we just
didn’t think it was doable.”
Some of the schools within
the conference had more tentative re-opening plans than Taylor’s and were either starting
later or requiring negative tests
for every student before returning, whereas Taylor only required
negative tests from student-athletes before returning. Those
who tested positive were told to
remain home until obtaining a
negative test.
Now comes the oddities of a
spring football season.

Gould anticipates conflicts
with other athletic events on Saturdays in the spring and the potential downsides it could have.
“Some of our facilities are located right next to each other,”
Gould said. “So, you know when
you’re playing a football game you
really don’t have any other events
going on. Now, with the proximity
to baseball and track, there will
be challenges.”
Despite the challenges, Gould
says they are fully committed
to a spring season and will use
the months beforehand to make
wit work.

On the coaching side of things,
there will be adjustments as well.
“It’s certainly been different,”
Korfmacher said. “Some of (the
changes) have been gradual and
then sometimes you have sudden changes.”
In the past, the Trojans would
be gearing up for their opening
game of the season, now they’re
getting ready for spring ball.
Or, maybe more appropriately, fall ball.
“We’re targeting Sept. 1 for
what we call fall ball, formerly
spring ball,” Korfmacher said.
While he doesn’t know what

day spring practices will start,
he expects early February.
Though there are some challenges to a spring football season, such as dealing with poor
weather, there are also multiple
positives that Korfmacher saw in
the unusual circumstances.
“Our seniors will have a whole
year,” Korfmacher said. “A whole
year of training and preparing for
the season ahead, and not only
having a full year of football activities but leading them with their
presence. Before, when the season ended, relationships were
still there but not daily.”

Usually, seniors don’t have a
full year of football in their final year with the season being in
the fall. Now, they get a semester of training and a semester of
playing.
Freshmen will also have the
ability to ramp up physically
before being faced with collegiate athletic events in their first
months on campus.
“Once (the team) arrived here,
the focus has been on getting better and growing as a team, and
we’ll adapt to how we have to do
that,” Korfmacher said.
echo@taylor.edu

Grace Isaacs

Q u i n n Pa r t a i n
Soccer

Volleyball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Junior

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Year

Wheaton, Illinois

Hometown

Computer Science

Major

Forward
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•

Position

Jack McNeil

Funniest Teammate

Basketball

Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Senior
Highland Heights,
Kentucky
Exercise Science
Middle Hitter
N i k k i Pa r r e t t
Basketball
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